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If you have recently been to a Starbucks, as many 
know is my habit, you may have noticed a book.  The 

author is Howard Schultz, the CEO of Starbucks (big 
surprise, I’m sure).  It’s entitled, Onward:  How     
Starbucks Fought for It’s Life Without Losing Its 

Soul.  The book traces the fascinating history of Star-
bucks and how the company drifted from it’s original 

sense of calling in the early 90s.  Schultz explains 
how, over the past few years, it has corrected its 
course to align with its original sense of purpose.  It’s 

a fascinating study in purpose, calling, and strategy.  I 
recommend it (along with a cup of their freshly 

brewed java).   
 
It’s probably not surprising that things “Starbuckian” 

resonate with me.  But the book resonates with me 
primarily because my journey is similar in some     
respects to the way Starbucks has sought to recapture 

elements that are important to it. 
 
Allow me to give you a little window into my          

reflection as a somewhat older (ouch) pastor.   
 

My Concept of Success Has Shifted 

There was a time when attendance and financial stats 
were everything to me.  It defined my sense of        

identity.  And it was causing my soul to shrink.  It was 
like tying my sense of worth to the Dow Jones          
Industrial Average.  How sick is that? A defining     

moment occurred when I realized that it was possible 
to be a good and faithful pastor and actually see my 

stats    decline.  Don’t get me wrong, I still check     
attendance and giving every week.  Why?  Because 
it’s important for me as a shepherd to know the 

“condition of my flock” (Proverbs 27:23).  But I don’t 
freak out over a “down” Sunday and I don’t feel 

“golden” when the auditorium is crowded.  In fact, 
statistical plateaus and valleys are inevitable. It’s      
important to note the trends, but numbers don’t tell the 

whole story. This lesson was a tidal shift for me. 

 
My Concept of the Way God has Wired Me as a 

Preacher has Changed 

Back in the early 90’s I began to shift my messages from 

verse-by-verse exposition of the Bible to a more topical 
and “seeker-targeted” style of speaking.  I was able to 
pull it off, but once again it felt as if my soul shrank just a 

bit.  After I left Grace in ’96 to be Senior Pastor of a 
mega-church in Colorado (wasn’t that supposed to be my 

next step in my career?), I found that approach to be     
increasingly out of sync with the way God had wired me.  
Rather abruptly in 2002 I chose to go back to my 

strength, Biblical (Expository) Preaching.  I discovered 
that it’s possible to be “friendly” to seekers and still serve 

up flavorful “meat and potatoes” messages. Nothing 
wrong with topical preaching, and I still do some of it.  
But my first love is biblical exposition.  It’s the way God 

has made me, and I’m happy to have recognized that. 
 

My Sense of Calling Has Become Crystal Clear 

It’s probably hard for you to realize how happy I am to be 
back at Grace.  It is unusual for a former Senior Pastor to 

return to a previous church.  When I came back to Grace 
after the nearly 11-year hiatus, it felt like the prodigal   
son being welcomed back into the arms of his family.  

Seriously.   The precious nature of my calling to Grace is 
second only to my 35-year marriage to Nancy (my best 

friend).  After I left Grace and had been at the church in 
Colorado Springs for about a year, I had lunch with a 
well-known pastor in the city.  I asked him, “Why do I 

still grieve my departure from Grace Church?”   
 

 “Because it was your sweetheart church,” he answered 
with a sober expression.  “But you can’t go back.  You 
need to embrace that fact and get over it.”  But I never 

did.  He was wrong.  And  I’m glad that he was. 
 

A clear sense of calling is a wonderful thing.  The       
struggle is over.  I’m glad to be with you, sweetheart. 



Inside this issue: 

The Rockaway Campus continues to grow.  

God has brought together a small but mighty team 
of people expanding Grace to areas east of          
Netcong's reach.  The excitement continues to build 

and the feel of the campus is relaxed but with a   
purpose. Invite your friends, family, and                

co-workers who live in the area; it will be a bless-
ing to them. 

 
Grace Rockaway meets in the Dennis O'Brien Elementary School on Mineral Springs 
Rd in Rockaway (across from the mall).  Service time: 10:00 A.M. with programs taking 
place at the same time for ages birth-Sr. High.  In the auditorium we worship together 

LIVE with our rockin' praise band, pray, and share a Bible teaching together via 
VIDEO. Contact Pastor Cameron Baker if you have any questions at                       

Cameron@grace4families.com. If you come to just visit from the Netcong Campus 
your only requirement is that you bring a friend who lives in the Rockaway area! 

One Study, TWO LOCATIONS! 
A Weekly Men’s Bible study open to all men. We continue to work through dealing 

with the unexpected things in life.  At the core we know our Father has them covered 
but how do we work through them day by day.  We will eat, study and get off to work. 
bring your Bibles and your enthusiasm.  No sign ups required. 

 
ROCKAWAY CAMPUS: 

Meets Tuesday mornings 7:00—8:00 A.M. at Panera Bread –Rockaway Mall area. 
 

NETCONG CAMPUS: 
 
Meets Thursday mornings 6:15—7:15 A.M. – in the Grace Café (Netcong Campus).  
Bring $2.00 each week.   
 
Questions? Contact Pastor Cameron Baker at  cameron@grace4families.com. 
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Every month our Adult   

Seniors enjoy a hearty lunch 
and get to know one another 
through conversation and 

connections at the Netcong 
Campus. The group meets on 

the Third Saturday of each 
month (June 18) in the Cafe 
of the Netcong Campus.  

11:30 A.M.-1:00 P.M.  See 
you there! 

Monthly Communion Service—Galatians 4 
What were your parents like?  Did you admire them?  

Were there “issues” between you?  What kind of an 
impact did they have on you?  Are you bound to be 
just like them?  These are heavy questions for some of 

us. 
 
As we look into the letter to the Galatians we discover 

a truth that may just help us move beyond our earthly 
heritage:  every believer in Jesus Christ is a child of 

God.  Come out and see just how important this is to 
you and your daily living. Vertical, Wednesday June 
1, 7:00 P.M. at the Netcong Campus, childcare for 

early elementary is available. 

Have an article for the  

JULY issue of the Times of 
Grace? Contact  Lynne  

Cartwright at 
lynne@grace4families.com 
Deadline for articles is  

MONDAY, JUNE 6. 
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of people expanding Grace to areas east of          

purpose. Invite your friends, family, and                

VIDEO. Contact Pastor Cameron Baker if you have any questions at                       

����Is God the owner of your business? 

����Are you allowing God to be in control of 

 your business? 

����Do you want God to expand your territory? 

����Are you looking for a place of Christ  

centered support? 
 
Come together with fellow business owners to pray and 
support each other as the body of Christ.  We meet on 

the first Friday of each month. Our next meeting is  

Friday,  June 3, 7:00 -8:30 P.M. (Netcong Campus, 

Room 100).  To sign up and to receive our agenda 

email Aggie Beede at langoadventures@gmail.com 

Our DivorceCare seminar and support group is led by     

people who understand what you are going through  
and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable        
DivorceCare resources to help you deal with the pain 

of the past and look forward to rebuilding your life. 
 
DivorceCare meets on the First Sunday of every 

month at the Netcong Campus – (June 5 ) from 

6:30—8:30 P.M.  Childcare not provided. For any 

q ue s t io ns  c o n t a c t  S t e ve  H e a d y  a t 
sheady521@optonline.net 

(NETCONG & ROCKAWAY CAMPUSES) 
If you would like to know what it is to be a member of 

Grace Church, either the Rockaway or Netcong       
campus, we invite you to sign up for the next set of 
membership classes.  These classes will cover who we 

are and what we believe.  You will also find out how 
God has uniquely gifted you and how you can use these 

gifts.  You will also find out how to share your faith 
with others.  There are 4 classes in this series and 
they will take place on June 19, 26 and July 3 and 

10.  They will start at 5:00 P.M. and will run          

approximately 2 hours.  These classes are very         

important for anyone who would like to pursue      
membership.  You can sign up at the Information     
Center or by calling Linda at the church office at      

973-347-0667. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
If you love the game of volleyball,  then sign up a team 

for this church-wide event!  (sponsored by REMIX).  
Detailed instructions about the tournament rules and in-

formation can be found online on our website (http://
remixnj.com/#/calendar/6on6-volleyball. 

 

DATE: June 25  

PLACE: Mount Olive Middle School                  

Gymnasium,  Budd Lake 

TIME: Check is at 9:30 A.M. —Games  

begin at 10:00 A.M.  

COST: $10 PER PERSON  

 (includes food & drinks & a   chance at a  

 raffle of ONE brand new iPad 2 (winning team only!) 

Join us for an old fashioned 

drive in movie here at Grace 
Netcong.  On June 24, we are 
proud to be showing the latest 

in the  Narnia se rie s : 

“Chronicles of Narnia, The 

Voyage  o f the  Dawn 

Treader”.  This is a free event 
that the whole family will      

enjoy.  Just bring your blankets 
and lawn chairs, set up            

under the stars and enjoy this 
adaptation of the C.S. Lewis story.  We will have snacks 
available to purchase, and it is a great way to spend an 

evening with your friends and family.  Go to 
www.pluggedin.com  for the review on the this movie: 

 
This movie is rated PG. Parents are recommended to do 
some research to determine if it is appropriate for        

their children. We will start the movie at dusk,  around 
8:00 P.M.  Come join us for this relaxing  evening.     

Contact Tim  Leonard at tim@grace4families.com if 
you have any questions 
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What is the Grace SWAP?  It is a place for      

people to connect the things that they have 
to give away with people who need them.  
On the SWAP Board you will find cards to 

fill out describing the item that you would 
like to GIVE away (All must be free).  Post 

your item on the bulletin board in the 
CAFE for others to see and write down 
your information.  NO items will actually 

be accepted at Grace.  Once the item is 
gone, you simply remove your card and 

praise God for the chance to serve someone 
else's need. 

If you have the desire to help other people with the practical things 

of life:  moving, packing, cleaning, making a meal, yard work, 
etc...? then join the Care-Net email team. 
 
Requests for assistance are sent out to members of the team in     
order to become the hands and feet of Christ for someone else.  The 
requests that are shared are from   people who are regular attendees 

at GRACE but who    do not have the support of a small group.  If 
you are     interested in serving with this team, please contact Pastor 

Cameron Baker at cameron@grace4families.com . 
 
If you find yourself needing a little assistance and are not in a     

small group, drop an email to Pastor Cameron at                        
cameron@grace4families.com. He will be happy to share your    
opportunity with others who may be able to assist.  

 

 

 
 

Richard Foster’s Celebration of Discipline Bible study is for all women who are interested in   growing in 
their relationship with the Living God. On June 1 we will be studying and discussing the spiritual discipline of 

SIMPLICITY. June meetings (these are optional) will be on Sunday, June 19 at 11:15 A.M. (Room 100) and 
Monday, June 20 at 7:00 P.M., (Grace café) at the Netcong campus.  You will receive e-mails to keep         
you informed. Cost is $20 for the book and discussion guide.  For more information contact Doreen               

Holy at Doreen@doreenholy.com, Sue Schulien at suschu49@yahoo.com or Sherrie McDonald at               
sherrie@grace4families.com. 

 

 

 

 
 
Many Bible studies take a break for the summer, but there is still an opportunity to get together with other 
women for a weekly connection to God and His Word. We will be covering many topics and invite you  to feel 

free to bring a friend, daughter, sister or mom. There is no homework for our summer study. Our evenings are 
relaxed and informal. We watch a video and have time to share our thoughts afterwards. 

  

When:Tuesdays, June 14– September 13 

What: NO HOMEWORK Bible Study / Ladies Fellowship 
Where: Grace Church (Netcong Campus) Room 100 

Time: 6:30 - 7:00 P.M.  (Find a chair, relax, unwind. Munch on that sandwich you didn't eat at lunch.  
Chit-chat with the gal sitting next to you – who knows, maybe you’ll meet a new friend?  

Video & Discussion-7:00 - 8:30 P.M.  
Contacts: Carrie Kraus – 631-445-9020 / ckraus01@optonline.net 

                  Betty Osterhoudt – 973-978-8569 / Elizabeth.osterhoudt@gmail.com 
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you informed. Cost is $20 for the book and discussion guide.  For more information contact Doreen               

 or Sherrie McDonald at               

August 1-5 at the Netcong campus, our church will go wild with kids at our       

PandaMania VBS! Kids will worship God through songs and prayer, make Bible 
Point crafts, and discover life-changing Bible truths in fun and memorable ways. 
 
To have the best adventure possible, we need lots of volunteers who can give some 

time, energy, and love to the kids who will attend. Here are a few ideas about ways 
you might be able to make this program a success. Please check out the following 
list, and then pray about where God might use you. 
 

 • Crazy Crafts • Bamboo Blast Games  

• Chadder’s Movie Mania (video adventure and discussion)• Treetop Treats 

(helping kids make snacks) • Wild Bible Adventures • Rowdy Wrap-Up (daily 

closing show)  • Spot Light Drama 
 

Crew Leaders: Shepherd a mixed-age group of elementary children through each 

day’s activities…and there’s no preparation!  
 

Crew Leaders for preschoolers: Be a friend and helper to a group of preschool 
children…again, no preparation required!  

 
Still don’t see something that interests you? We also need volunteers for... 

 
  • registration team • decorating team • photographer 

 • supply coordinator 
 

Guess what? There are also a few spots for anyone who’s dramatically inclined! 

Whatever your gifts, abilities, and time commitment, we’ve got a place for you! 
 

We believe that God will use this incredible program to reach many children         

with the message of his love, so please prayerfully consider your role in PandaMania 
VBS. Feel free to contact me by e-mail, janice@grace4families.com, phone           

973-347-0667 ext. 22, if you have any questions. Register now online 
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/gracenj for participation in elementary for those 
who have completed Kindergarten thru 6th grades and to volunteer.  We do offer a 

preschool and nursery program only for those who are volunteering, however you 
must register in person. Registration forms will be available at the check- in stations 

at both the Netcong and Rockaway campuses on Sunday mornings. 
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We want you and your family to have a wonderful sum-

mer!  Here are some fun, family-centered events coming 
up this year: 

 
Drive In Movie Nights are back!   

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy a movie outside under the stars.  
See each month’s Times of Grace for more information about that 

month’s movie. 
 

Hopatcong State Park Trip 
July 20 10:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. 

 Join us for a fun-filled family event.  We will be gathering at Lake 
Hopatcong to enjoy an afternoon of swimming, picnicking, and  playing.   Cost: $6 per car 

 
Vacation Bible School is always the highlight of our summer!   

This year, we will be “wild about God’s love” at our PandaMania themed event! It is for children who have 
completed kindergarten through grade 6.  Register online at https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/gracenj or at 

the Sunday morning check- in stations.  Preschool is for volunteer children only, and you must fill out a form 
at our VBS table (coming soon!) 

 

Land of Make Believe Trip 
August 17 10:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M. 

Join us for a family day at the Land of Make Believe.  We invite you to enjoy the day with your kids at one 

of northern NJ’s oldest attractions! 
  Adults: $22.50   Children (2-18): $24.50  Senior Citizens (62 & up): $20.50   

Children under 24 months: Free 

 

 

 

 
 
Congratulations to our Seniors who will be graduating High School later 

this month! They are: 
 

����Vicki Bartek ���� Elyse Beede ����Stephanie Carpio 

����Kerrie Devito ����Ryan Hatton����Kate Herzog  

����Andrew McDermott����Brandon Muir����Juliet Niewswand 

����Ciara Picciaro ����Emmanuel Quainoo ����Ben Smith 

 

 
 

The Dorney Park trip will take  

place on Wednesday, July 27  

and is for students in 7th - 12th 

grade. We will meet at the        
Netcong campus at 8:00 A.M. and 

will return home at 8:00 P.M. The 
cost is only $25 per student. There 

are 60 spots. Please sign up with 
your payment in the youth room. 

Small Groups have ended for the school 

year but will start back up again on 
Wednesday, September 21! We will have groups for students in 
grades 5 through 12.  
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Since opening our new second campus in Rockaway NJ, 
we now have need for people to set up, operate, and store 
our camera on Sunday mornings.  If this is something    

that you have a passion for, please contact Director of 
Music  and  Worship ,  Kenny S tea rns  a t  

kenny@grace4families.com.  This will be on a rotation 
that involves each volunteer to serve every third Sunday 
morning. 

 

 

 

If you have a friendly smile and a desire to 
make other people feel welcome, we need you 
as a part of our Sunday Morning Greeting 

Team.  You will serve one Sunday a month at 
one service and spread a little sunshine and 

Christian love as you welcome those who 
come through the doors to   worship.  For 
more information or to sign up for                 

this ministry, please contact at the Netcong         
campus:  Kathy and Frank Rizzo at 973- 398-

1510 or at the Rockaway campus:  Barbara 
Bissig   973-586-2678. 

 PATRIOT PRAYERS 

Pray for the people serving in far off 
places.  

Daniel Morgan, Timothy Reed,  

Samantha Brat Shaw, Dave Pareda, 

Josh Williams, Matthew Shaw, Nick 

Walters,  Scott Zetterstrom  

BIRTHS: 

Congratulations to 

aJoshua & Gina Seifert and family on 
the birth of Isabelle Faith born on 
 April 21.  She was 10 1bs. 4 oz. 

 

 

SYMPATHIES: 

Sympathies are extended to 

aTom McGourty and family on the 
passing of his father, Thomas F. 
McGourty, Sr. on May 19. 

Income vs Budget May 2010 - April 2011

$1,562,059 $1,532,117

$-
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$1,750,000

General Income Budget



June 30 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 6:15 A.M. (GRACE Café ) 

• Remix prayer group, 6:30 P.M. 
• Remix small groups, 7:00 P.M. 

July 1 • Grace Business Owners Group, 7:00 P.M.  

 (Room 100) 

July 5 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 
• DROP IN Lad ies Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. (fellowship)-
7:00 P.M.  (v ideo & discussion), Room 100 

July 6 • Vertical, (monthly communion service), 7:00 P.M. 

July 7 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 6:15 A.M. (GRACE Café) 

• Remix prayer group, 6:30 P.M. 
• Remix small groups, 7:00 P.M. 

July 9-

16 

• Sr. High Missions trip to Grand Rap ids, MI 

July 12 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 
• DROP IN Lad ies Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. (fellowship)-
7:00 P.M.  (v ideo & discussion), Room 100 

July 14 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 6:15 A.M. (GRACE Café) 

• Remix prayer group, 6:30 P.M. 
• Remix small groups, 7:00 P.M. 

July 17 • Celebration of Discip line, 11:15 A.M.  (Room 100) 

July 18 • Celebration Of Discip line, 7:00 P.M. (Grace Café) 

July 19 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 
• DROP IN Lad ies Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. (fellowship)-
7:00 P.M.  (v ideo & discussion), Room 100 

July 20 • Hopatcong State Park Trip, 10:00 A.M 

July 21 • Men’s Weekly Breakfast, 6:15 A.M. (GRACE Café ) 

• Remix prayer group, 6:30 P.M. 
• Remix small groups, 7:00 P.M. 

July 26 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 
• DROP IN Lad ies Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. (fellowship)-
7:00 P.M.  (v ideo & discussion), Room 100 

July 27 • DORNEY PARK TRIP, (7th-12 grade), 8:00 A.M.  

July 28 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 6:15 A.M.  

  (GRACE Café ) 

July 29 • Drive-In Movie Night (begins around 8:00 P.M.)  

July 31 • V.B.S. Training & G.R.I.T.S. Training, 12:30 P.M. 

May 30 • Memorial Day (church office closed) 

June 1 • Vertical, (monthly communion service), 7:00 P.M. 

June 2 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 

June 3 • Grace Business Owners Group, 7:00 P.M. (Room 100) 

June 5 • Remix (a ministry for co llege students &  

   20somethings), 6:00 P.M 
• DIVORCECARE, 6:30 P.M. (ROOM 200) 

June 6 • GARAGE SALE ITEMS ACCEPTED FOR GRACE 

GIVES 

June 7 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 

June 9 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 6:15 A.M. (GRACE Café ) 

• Remix prayer group, 6:30 P.M. 
• Remix small groups, 7:00 P.M. 
• .GRACE GIVES Commissioning Serv ice, 7:00 P.M. 

June 11 • GRACE GIVES 

June 12 • GRACE GIVES, (no morning church services) 

• GRACE GIVES Celebration service, 6:00 P.M. 

June 14 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 
• DROP IN Lad ies Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. (fellowship)-
7:00 P.M.  (v ideo & discussion), Room 100 

June 16 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 6:15 A.M. (GRACE Café ) 

• Remix prayer group, 6:30 P.M. 
• Remix small groups, 7:00 P.M. 

June 18 • Senior Adult Luncheon, 11:30 A.M. 

June 19 • Membership Class begins, 5:00 P.M. 

• Celebration of Discip line, 11:15 A.M.  (Room 100) 

June 20 • Celebration Of Discip line, 7:00 P.M. (Grace Café) 

June 21 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 
• DROP IN Lad ies Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. (fellowship)-
7:00 P.M.  (v ideo & discussion), Room 100 

June 23 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 6:15 A.M. (GRACE Café ) 

June 24 • Drive-In Movie Night, (begins around 8:00 P.M.)  

June 25 • Church wide Volleyball Tournament, 9:30 A.M (Mt. 

Olive Middle School) 

June 28 • Men’s Weekly Bible study, 7:00 A.M. (Panera Bread  

Rockaway) 
• DROP IN Lad ies Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. (fellowship)-
7:00 P.M.  (v ideo & discussion), Room 100 

Please Note: ALL Calendar items below take place at the Netcong campus unless otherwise stated. 

 


